
IPAC Core Competencies Routine Practices

Occupational Health and Safety  
Community Care Practice Activity

There is only one activity for the Occupational Health and Safety 
Component. The activity is a case study. It is similar to the practice 
activity of the online learning.

Activity: Case study

Objectives
To identify the roles and responsibilities of Employer, 
Supervisor and Worker

Materials/props
Worksheet containing the scenario and questions for 
discussion

Preparation
Prepare hard copies of the worksheet if you decide to 
give the scenario and questions to the participants.

Details
•	 Arrange participants to work in groups (group size 

can vary depending on the number of participants 
in the training session)

•	 Give each group or each member a hard copy of the 
worksheet

•	 Assign a time for the discussion
•	 Select groups to present the results of their discussion 
•	 Highlight some key issues (refer to the suggested 

feedback)

Notes:
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Activity: Case study

Notes:Scenario
On a Saturday afternoon, a home care nurse is perform-
ing wound care for a client and assesses that the wound 
appears infected and requires irrigation. She cleans her 
hands, applies gloves and begins the irrigation. She is 
almost finished when a dog suddenly bounds into the room 
and jumps on the bed, and knocks the basin that has been 
collecting the used irrigation fluid all over the nurse and a 
small amount splashes onto the nurse’s face. 

Questions for discussion
•	 If you were the home care nurse, what action should 

you take after the potential exposure?
•	 Referring to this case, what are the responsibilities of 

the Supervisor?
•	 Referring to this case, what are the responsibilities of 

the Employer?
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In this scenario, the home care nurse may have been exposed to 
a health hazard.

Suggested Feedback

According to the Occupational Health and Safety Act:

The home care nurse must: 
•	 report the possible exposure to the Supervisor
•	 go to the Emergency Department for first aid and ensure appropriate 

assessment for risk as per organization’s policy and procedure
•	 tell the client to keep the dog away from the care area when health 

care providers are in the home

The Supervisor must:
•	  report the situation to the Employer.  
•	 investigate the incident
•	 provide education about exposure prevention 

The Employer must:
•	 further investigate
•	 further report to the Ministry of Labour and others depending on the 

outcome of the injury
•	 review policies and procedures for providing wound care and client 

animals
•	 develop a plan for education about wound care and client animals


